Lesson 17
The Judgeship of Deborah
Judges 4:1 – 5:31
· Questions

1. What do we learn about Israel’s sin-cycle from Judges 4:1-24?


The sin (4:1; see also 5:8):


The servitude (4:2):


The supplication (4:3):


The savior (4:4-10):


The salvation / silence (4:11-24):

2. What important lessons can be learned from the song of Deborah (5:1-31)?

Lessons about the Lord (5:3-5,10-11):


Lessons about the time period (5:6-8):


Lessons about the tribes and the battle (5:2,9,12-23):


Lessons about Jael (5:24-27):


Lessons about Sisera’s mother (5:28-30):


Lessons about the enemies and the followers of the Lord (5:31):

· Digging Deeper

1. What function did Deborah have as a judge that was different from the previous judges mentioned in the book (4:4-5)?
2. What other women in the Bible prophesied (4:4)?

3. What other women in the Bible uttered praise to the Lord in song or prayer (5:1)?

4. When had the Lord already made his presence known to Israel at Edom and Sinai (5:4-5)?

5. What do we learn about the “evil” of Israel (4:1) from Judges 5:8?

· Applications for Today

1. A worthy woman like Deborah who has courage and conviction is hard to find and is much needed today (4:4-10; Prov. 31:10; 1 Tim. 2:9-15; Tit. 2:3-5; 1 Pet. 3:1-6).

2. Some need to be roused from their lethargy to obey the Lord and get busy battling for the Lord (4:6,14; 2 Cor. 6:2; Eph. 6:10ff).

3. The Lord will lead his people to victory over the enemy (4:14; Rev. 19:11-21).

4. Let us all willingly join in the fight against the enemy (5:2,9; Eph. 6:10ff).

5. Let us rise up in a wicked society and be a beacon of light for good (5:7; Phil. 2:15).
6. The righteous acts from the Lord in heaven must be matched with righteous acts from his people on earth (5:11; Rev. 19:8).

7. There is a moment when we all must decide if we will fight or if we will fail (5:15-16;       Eph. 6:10ff).

8. The strong and courageous will jeopardize their own lives for the Lord’s service (5:18;      Acts 15:26; Phil. 2:30).

9. Brethren who are fearful and cowardly are cursed (5:23; Rev. 21:8).

10. The enemies of the Lord will not get what they want in the end (5:28-30; Rev. 19:11-21; 21:10).

11. Those who love the Lord will shine as the sun (5:31; Dan. 12:3).

